
BEN AARONOVITCH CARTMEL • SULLIVAN • GUERRERO

TITAN TITAN TITAN

TITAN TITAN TITAN

BLACK
MOULD





EDITOR STEVE WHITE             
SENIOR EDITOR ANDREW JAMES

ASSISTANT EDITOR JESSICA BURTON                            
DESIGNER WILFRIED TSHIKANA-EKUTSHU

BREAKING 
THE MOULD

BLACK
MOULD

RIVERS OF LONDON LOGO DESIGNED BY PATRICK KNOWLES

Rivers of London: Black Mould #3.1, November 2016. Published by Titan Comics, a division of Titan Publishing Group, Ltd., 144 Southwark Street, London 
SE1 OUP, UK. Rivers of London is trademark™ and copyright © 2016 Ben Aaronovitch. All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 

in any form or by any means, without the express permission of the publisher Titan Comics. Printed in the US. TC1506

Peter Grant is an unusual policeman. Not just a PC in London’s 
famous (nay, infamous) Metropolitan Police Service, he is also its 
one and only trainee wizard. He operates with his boss, Detective Chief 
Inspector Thomas Nightingale, to investigate crimes with a more… esoteric flavour. 

Peter has had a rough time of it lately. His partner and friend, Lesley May, has turned crooked 
and teamed up with Peter and Nightingale’s nemesis, the Faceless Man. This could have a lot 
to do with the possibility of having her face reconstructed after it was mutilated as a result of 
collateral magical damage, during Peter’s first magical case.

In the meantime, Peter has a new sidekick, Sahra Guleed, young, gifted and Muslim, who really 
doesn’t have much time for this magic nonsense but who seems to have found herself dragged
into it nonetheless. 
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CHAPTER ONE

Black Mould takes place between 
the events of Foxglove Summer 

and The Hanging Tree. 
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that didn’t go t� we�...

in fact, it’s
growing.
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THE FOLLY      ITS 
ENVIRONSR USSELL SQUARE

Russell Square is home 
to the Folly, the official 

home of English magic since 

1775. There’s also a pretty 

nice café where you can get a 

decent full English. The tube 

station is on the Piccadilly 

line. 

Peter’s thoughts on 
Russell Square:“Russell Square lies a 

kilometre north of Covent 

Garden on the other side 
of the British Museum. 

According to Nightingale, it 

was at the heart of a literary 

and philosophical movement 

in the early years of the last 

century, but I remember it 

because of an old horror 
movie about cannibals living 

in the Underground system.”
This movie was Death Line, 

starring Donald Pleasence 

(better known for, amongst 

others, The Great Escape) 
and directed by Gary 

Sherman (better known for, 

er, Poltergeist III). It has the 

stench of cult classic all over 

it, which means it’s generally 

shit unless you’re watching it 

drunk with a bunch of equally 

drunk mates.

&      

Interesting little fact about 

Russell Square. In the 
1950s, the station was 

fitted with floodgates. Many 

Underground stations had 

been fitted with them during 

WWII. At the sound of an air 

raid warning, metal shutters 

would be closed in case 
bombs caused damage to 

water pipes and flooded 
the Underground network 

(drowning all those poor 
souls who were taking cover 

in them…). 
However, anyone familiar 

with history will know that 

German bombs stopped 
falling in 1945. Russell 

Square was fitted out during 

the start of a whole new 
conflict: the Cold War. The 

gates were there in case 
a Russian atomic bomb 

ruptured the water mains 

and flooded the tunnels, 
although it’s hard to imagine 

anyone being around to really 

care. The gates are still there 

if you care to look.



S OMERS TOWNPeter views of Somers Town:“Somers Town used to be a 

concentrated block of villainy 

sandwiched between Euston 

and St Pancras stations. In 

the days before Rottweilers, 

it was the sort of place where 

people kept a sawn-off shotgun 

by the front door – in case of 

unwelcome guests or 
social workers.”This salubrious area is home to 

Kings Cross, best known
for platform 9 ¾, and St 

Pancras railway stations, and 

Argyll Square, where Peter 

once fraternised with a young 

woman in a two-star hotel. 
It was also said that it was 

at KC where, in times past, 

that ‘red-headed chavette 

from Norfolk,’ Boudicca, 
was defeated by the Romans 

after her rampage around 

East Anglia. Brought to heel, 

it was said by Tacitus (and 

he should know) that she 
committed suicide – although 

other sources have her dying 

ignominiously of disease. 



L ONDON METROPOLITAN 

ARCHIVESThe London Metropolitan 

Archives houses, in various 

forms, the social and cultural 

history of London, be it parish, 

health and court records, maps 

or print collections. It’s run by 

the City of London Corporation, 

which can chart its history back 

to when Normans were the 

city bigwigs. 
Peter’s views on 

the Corporation:“The City of London Corporation: 

the organization dedicated 

to ensuring that the City, 

the financial bit of London, 

is untainted by all this new-

fangled democracy that’s been 

rearing its ugly head in the last 

two hundred years or so. If an 

oligarchy was good enough for 

Dick Whittington, they argue, 

then it’s good enough for the 

heart of twenty-first 
century London.”That said, Richard Whittington, 

four-time Mayor of London at 

the turn of the fifteenth century, 

did fund sewage programmes 

for the poorer areas of London 

and founded a hospital ward for 

unwedded mothers. And he was 

good to his cat.



U NIVERSITY COLLEGE 

HOSPITALUCH was founded in 

1834. The first major operation 

under ether was conducted 

there in 1846 and millions 

spent on a new version of the 

building that opened in 2005. 

Such was its architectural 

beauty that it was shortlisted 

for the Carbuncle Cup, a 
prestigious award given to the 

UK’s ugliest buildings. Peter on UCH:
“Founded in the nineteenth 

century, its main claim to fame 

was as a teaching hospital and 

the birthplace of one Peter 

Grant, apprentice wizard. 
Since that momentous day in 

the mid-1980s, half the site 

has been redeveloped into a 

gleaming blue and white tower 

that looked as if a bit of Brasilia 

had crash-landed in the middle 

of Victorian London.” It was also here that Alexander 

Litvinenko died from polonium 

210 poisoning. Varvara claims 

to have had no part in this.Lest we forget, it also 
employs Dr Abdul Haqq 

Walid, the world’s foremost 

cryptopathologist and 
gastroenterology’s answer  

to Cat Stevens.

T HE BARBICAN/
SHAKESPEARE 

TOWERFrom the ruins left by Nazi 

bombing sprung the Brutalist 

architectural wonder that is 

the Barbican. Varvara spent 

a lot of time here as a nurse 

and approved of the culture 

hub it generated amongst the 

towering residential blocks. 
Peter on Shakespeare Tower:

“Shakespeare Tower is one 

of three residential towers 

that are part of the Barbican 

complex in the City of London. 

Designed in the 1960s by 
adherents to the same 

Guernsey Gun Emplacement 

school of architecture as 
those that built my school, it 

was another Brutalist tower 

of jagged concrete that had 

acquired a Grade II listing 

because it was that or admit 

how fucking it ugly it was.”



TALES FROM 
THE FOLLY

TALES FROM 
THE FOLLY

STARRING MOLLY, 
PETER, NIGHTINGALE

AND TOBY
IN

“PROPERLY
CELLARED”

WHAT Do you
think of the wine,

peter?

we
, it’s
definitely a

red.

THE END
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